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(Matthew 1:18-25, NLT) “This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother,
Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place,
while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to
disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly. As he
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. "Joseph, son of
David," the angel said, "do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child
within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are
to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All of this occurred
to fulfill the Lord's message through his prophet: "Look! The virgin will conceive a
child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means
'God is with us.'" When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded and took Mary as his wife. But he did not have sexual relations with
her until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus.”
1. My emotions have reasons.
(1 Peter 3:15, ESV) “Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
respect…”
2. My choice of passion is essential to my hope.
(Romans 15:13, ESV) “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”
3. Hope is a Who!
(John 20:13-16, NLT) “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. "Who
are you looking for?" She thought he was the gardener. "Sir," she said, "if you
have taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him."
"Mary!" Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, "Rabboni!"”

4. Hope is confident living: that God can and will do something good.
(1 Timothy 4:10, GW) “We work hard and struggle to live a godly life, because we
place our confidence in the living God.”

