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“Then I heard a mighty voice from the Temple say to the seven angels, “Go your
ways and pour out on the earth the seven bowls containing God’s wrath.” So the
first angel left the Temple and poured out his bowl on the earth, and horrible,
malignant sores broke out on everyone who had the mark of the beast and who
worshiped his statue. Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it
became like the blood of a corpse. And everything in the sea died. Then the third
angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs, and they became blood. And I
heard the angel who had authority over all water saying, “You are just, O Holy
One, who is and who always was, because you have sent these judgments. Since
they shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, you have given them
blood to drink. It is their just reward.” And I heard a voice from the altar, saying,
“Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, your judgments are true and just.” Then the
fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, causing it to scorch everyone with its
fire. Everyone was burned by this blast of heat, and they cursed the name of God,
who had control over all these plagues. They did not repent of their sins and turn
to God and give him glory. Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne
of the beast, and his kingdom was plunged into darkness. His subjects ground their
teeth in anguish, and they cursed the God of heaven for their pains and sores. But
they did not repent of their evil deeds and turn to God. Then the sixth angel poured
out his bowl on the great Euphrates River, and it dried up so that the kings from
the east could march their armies toward the west without hindrance. And I saw
three evil spirits that looked like frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon, the
beast, and the false prophet. They are demonic spirits who work miracles and go
out to all the rulers of the world to gather them for battle against the Lord on that
great judgment day of God the Almighty. “Look, I will come as unexpectedly as a
thief! Blessed are all who are watching for me, who keep their clothing ready so
they will not have to walk around naked and ashamed.” And the demonic spirits
gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the Hebrew name
Armageddon. Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air. And a
mighty shout came from the throne in the Temple, saying, “It is finished!” Then
the thunder crashed and rolled, and lightning flashed. And a great earthquake
struck—the worst since people were placed on the earth. The great city of Babylon
split into three sections, and the cities of many nations fell into heaps of rubble. So

God remembered all of Babylon’s sins, and he made her drink the cup that was
filled with the wine of his fierce wrath. And every island disappeared, and all the
mountains were leveled. There was a terrible hailstorm, and hailstones weighing
as much as seventy-five pounds fell from the sky onto the people below. They
cursed God because of the terrible plague of the hailstorm.” (Revelation 16, NLT)
1. The similarity between the judgments upon Egypt for the mistreatment of
God’s people is intensified universally for the world’s oppression of the
Church.
2. It’s is insanity to war against God.
3. The consequences of sin are different than God’s final judgment.
4. When we are burned by sin, we ask God to forgive and restore us.
“A psalm of David. Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven,
whose sin is put out of sight! Yes, what joy for those whose record the LORD
has cleared of guilt, whose lives are lived in complete honesty! When I
refused to confess my sin, my body wasted away, and I groaned all day long.
Day and night your hand of discipline was heavy on me. My strength
evaporated like water in the summer heat. Interlude
Finally, I confessed all my sins to you and stopped trying to hide my guilt. I
said to myself, “I will confess my rebellion to the LORD.” And you forgave
me! All my guilt is gone. Interlude
Therefore, let all the godly pray to you while there is still time, that they may
not drown in the floodwaters of judgment. For you are my hiding place; you
protect me from trouble. You surround me with songs of victory. Interlude
The LORD says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. I will
advise you and watch over you. Do not be like a senseless horse or mule
that needs a bit and bridle to keep it under control.” Many sorrows come to
the wicked, but unfailing love surrounds those who trust the LORD. So
rejoice in the LORD and be glad, all you who obey him! Shout for joy, all you
whose hearts are pure!” (Psalm 32, NLT)

“For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not
to do my own will.” (John 6:38, NLT)
5. The most important event of human history is the Cross and Resurrection of
Jesus Christ.
“He went on a little farther and bowed with his face to the ground, praying,
“My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me.
Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” (Matthew 26:39, NLT)
“Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I know
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from
the dead, just as he said would happen. Come, see where his body was lying.
And now, go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead,
and he is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there. Remember
what I have told you.” (Matthew 28:5–7, NLT)
6. God’s wrath is holy and just.
“And I heard the angel who had authority over all water saying, “You are
just, O Holy One, who is and who always was, because you have sent these
judgments. Since they shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets,
you have given them blood to drink. It is their just reward.” And I heard a
voice from the altar, saying, “Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, your
judgments are true and just.” (Revelation 16:5–7, NLT)
7. God still honors the dignity of unrepentant people.
“Everyone was burned by this blast of heat, and they cursed the name of
God, who had control over all these plagues. They did not repent of their
sins and turn to God and give him glory.” (Revelation 16:9, NLT)
“If men and women will not yield to the love of God, and be changed by the
grace of God, then there is no way for them to escape the wrath of God.”
Warren Wiersbe
8. The more the judgments intensify the more the world hardens their hearts.
“They cursed God because of the terrible plague of the hailstorm.”
(Revelation 16:21, NLT)

9. Men will war against God right up to the end.
“Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great Euphrates River, and
it dried up so that the kings from the east could march their armies toward
the west without hindrance. And I saw three evil spirits that looked like
frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet.”
(Revelation 16:12–13, NLT)
“They are demonic spirits who work miracles and go out to all the rulers of
the world to gather them for battle against the Lord on that great judgment
day of God the Almighty. “Look, I will come as unexpectedly as a thief!
Blessed are all who are watching for me, who keep their clothing ready so
they will not have to walk around naked and ashamed.” And the demonic
spirits gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the Hebrew
name Armageddon.” (Revelation 16:14–16, NLT)
10.The focus in the thief metaphor is how Christ returns unexpectedly.
11.Live for God and not yourself.
12.The final scene of the judgment vision happens at Armageddon.
“I will make Jerusalem like an intoxicating drink that makes the nearby
nations stagger when they send their armies to besiege Jerusalem and
Judah.” (Zechariah 12:2, NLT)
“Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the family of David and
on the people of Jerusalem. They will look on me whom they have pierced
and mourn for him as for an only son. They will grieve bitterly for him as for
a firstborn son who has died. The sorrow and mourning in Jerusalem on
that day will be like the great mourning for Hadad-rimmon in the valley of
Megiddo.” (Zechariah 12:10–11, NLT)
“They will look on the one they pierced.” (John 19:37, NLT)
13.The victory at Armageddon produces a spirit of sorrow, compassion, and
intercessory prayer in us.

GROWTHWORK
1. BE CONFIDENT IN GOD’S JUST AND TRUE JUDGMENTS.
2. WORK DILIGENTLY TO REVEAL TRUTH, EXPOSE DARKNESS,
AND DISCERN BETWEEN PROPAGANDA (FAKE NEWS) AND
TRUTH.
3. HUMBLE YOURSELF BEFORE THE LORD.
“Anyone who claims to know all the answers doesn’t really know very
much.” (1 Corinthians 8:2, NLT)
“If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling
yourself. You are not that important.” (Galatians 6:3, NLT)
“Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in
weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ can work through me. That’s why I take pleasure in my
weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I
suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
(2 Corinthians 12:9–10, NLT)
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